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tary. He was a successful conservative barrister, who by Cham-
berlain's aid had been elected for East Birmingham. In the
sequel he did more, perhaps, to render the government un-
popular than any other minister.
By far the most important of these changes was the elevation
of Lord Randolph himself. Aged only 37, he was the youngest
chancellor of the exchequer and leader of the house after Pitt.
From the age of 31 his rise had been meteoric. On public plat-
forms his party had no equal to him; in the election fight against
home rule he had been its mainstay throughout the constitu-
encies. He seemed predestined to be prime minister at no distant
date; and, as indicated above in Chapter III, might but for the
events of the previous year have stepped into Disraeli's place
already. Yet ere 1886 ended, from his sudden eminence he fell
sheer.
The queen's speech was read on 19 August. An uneventful
session of the new parliament lasted till 25 September. Parnell
introduced a Tenants' Relief Bill, which was rejected by 297
votes to 202; and the government set up a commission under
Lord Cowper to inquire into Irish rents and land purchase.
Public attention, exhausted by the home drama, was diverted
to a drama abroad. We shall see later on in this chapter how,
following the abdication of the first prince of Bulgaria, the anti-
Russian party in that country declared it independent. In the
European crisis which accompanied these events, Lord Iddes-
leigh at the foreign office continued the Disraelian tradition of
hostility to Russia, but with a lack of foresight and intelligence,
of which Lord Randolph Churchill complained bitterly to the
prime minister in private letters of 4, 6, and 30 September. Out-
wardly the cabinet were harmonious; and the new leader of the
house earned golden opinions, not least from the queen.
On 2 October he delivered at Dartford a speech which was a
manifesto. At home it outlined a great programme of reforming
bills; in the Balkans it foreshadowed an exertion of British in-
fluence on the side of the Central Powers—not, however, in the
Disraelian cause of Turkish integrity, but in that of the freedom
of the Balkan peoples. The speech marks his political zenith;
and though there were tory mutterings against its boldness, at
secretary, 1886-92. As he was a Roman catholic an arrangement was made
whereby the ecclesiastical patronage of the home ofHce was exercised by the first
lord of the treasury. Created Lord Llandaflf in 1895 and died

